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[N.B. Interview begins on Track 2]
DAVID POLLOCK: This is a tape recording for the Ford Project of Willis Ward, interviewed
by DavidPollock, on September 8, 1983 .... rely entirely on this modem technology.
WILLIS WARD: Would you put Buttercup away so she won't come here and meow around in
here? I was dictating a decision when I was chairman of the Public Service Commission. And I
had this cat Melody. So I dictated the thing. So I give it to my secretary, and we are sitting up
listening to it. And I hear this meow. [Laughter] She said, "Did your cat __ ?" I said, "No,
that is my cat. I wasn't even aware that she was sitting in." So we took the cat and put it
somewhere so it won't disturb us. We are all set now, Mr. POLLOCK.
POLLOCK:

Okay. You went to the U ofM in 1932, right?

WARD: 'Thirty-one.
POLLOCK:

'Thirty-one, as a freshman.

WARD: Yes.
POLLOCK: And you had played football and been running track here in Detroit.
WARD: That is correct.
POLLOCK: How did you happen to go to the University?
WARD: Well, the scuttlebutt on Michigan while I was at-it would not playa black football
player. They'd had superb track athletes, but no-the conference had not utilized the talents of
basketball players if they were black. And, oh, it was the mores of the time, I guess you would
say that they didn't really push and encourage the black kid. And so you scratched and worked
on your own.
POLLOCK: Mm-hmm.

WARD: And the atmosphere, that was adverse. That was general all over. It was solidified in
the South we all know historically. But even in the North and the West, coaches were not
encouraged to __ the utilization of black talent. Michigan was in that category. There was
one black athlete that played at Michigan for two years in 1898. I don't think '99; but it was
somewhere in there. And the coming of __
to 1900, Michigan fell into the pattern of the
other schools. When I came along, as much as I had set world's records in track and made AllCity twice, and unanimous on All-State my senior year, set some world's records and gotten a lot
of ink.
And several of the Michigan alumni, when they heard that I was going to go out East
school __
, because there was a coach at Michigan who had played at Dartmouth, and he
interested in me going to Dartmouth. And so I said I will probably go to Dartmouth. And the
word got out and got into the press. And at least several of them, this guy Miller, who was the
main __
, ex-Governor __
at that time was practicing law; he had been governor several
terms, and a regent by the name of Murfin who was a lawyer, an outstanding Michigan lawyer.
And in their conversations said, "Well, why doesn't this kid go to Michigan?"
Now Judge Miller had a black clerk, and he got into conversation with him and asked
him, talk to Ward and see what the score is. His name was Marshall Pepper [sp], and he called
me and asked me to come down and see him at
. And we had a conversation, one black to
another, about the general situation. I said, "Why should I go to Michigan if I want to play
football? I can't play." He told me that there was some men who wanted to break that tradition if
such was the case, including his boss, this guy Miller. And he said, "Would you like to talk to
the judge?" Whereupon I was introduced to Judge __ Miller, who was an outstanding family
here in Detroit. His brother was assistant superintendent of schools. And so they go back in
longevity.
Judge Miller said, "Well, if we can get an assurance that you will get a fair chance at
Michigan, would you help us ,break this alleged tradition? We can't do it without help, and we
need somebody who has the talent so they can't come back to us and say, 'Look, the kid just
couldn't make it.' You know." Your marks are high enough to indicate that you should be able
to survive scholastically at Michigan. So why don't you help us help you?" That was the sort of
approach they made. And I went for it, and I don't regret it.
I went there. The coach actually came by to see my father and me. And he told my
father he would never regret it. That the rule was, if there was such-and he was no part of ithe openly solicited my father to encourage me to go to Michigan. That was Harry Kipke.
POLLOCK: Hmm. Yes.
WARD: So that's how I happened to go to Michigan, to break this alleged tradition. There
could have been an element of truth to it. But what happens is that you go where you think you
have an opportunity to go-or to play.
POLLOCK:

Yes.
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WARD: And if a school has a reputation of not utilizing an athlete because he is black, then you
will go to school that doesn't. And that was why I chose Dartmouth, because there were several
ofthem my year that felt that ifI was at Dartmouth, I would be happier as it was somewhat more
liberal. So that's the background of the atmosphere. And as I said, being __
, made my
decision to go to Ann Arbor.
POLLOCK: Did you have ajob when you were in college?
WARD: Oh, they saw to that. And I wasn't __
either. No, as a matter of fact, I often
wondered how I even survived because I had to work for my room, had to work for my board.
And so you are going out for athletics, and you are working three and four hours a day, and
trying to keep pace because it's a very fast pace up there. As it should be, a fast pace
scholastically. You go there for an education, and that's what the school is for. Athleticsalthough Michigan has been very successful in the athletic field, it's more renowned for its
scholarship. And as I said, that's the way it should be.
POLLOCK: Yes. What kind of jobs did you have?
WARD: Well, wash dishes. I was the first black student to work in the Michigan Union.
POLLOCK: Oh!
WARD: As a matter of fact, some of the long-time fraternity brothers who had gone to
Michigan in 1915, they would come by to see me because they hadn't seen what had happened to
blacks during that time. And they were so pleased that somebody had broken the tradition. And
they would come in and talk. As I said, just to give you an idea, I was the first to work in the
Union; and I was a dishwasher. I worked an hour for a meal. Three meals a day is three hours.
POLLOCK: Yes.
WARD: Then they got me ajob as a porter at Van __

' clothing.

POLLOCK: Oh.
WARD: And I would go in three days a week, mop up, and clean up, and all that. That was my
room. So you see-and in between I went to school and participated in athletics. And it was
unduly hard-I thought. I think it's far better now where you solicit an outstanding young man.
And if you expect him to keep up scholastically with the rest of the student body, then why I
would give him a scholarship with room and board and books and tuition because he is going to
be out there on the football field if he is a football player. He is going to be out there a good
three to four hours of the day. And he is in class. And if you are going to keep up .... So I
squeezed in and squeezed by. Then things got better after my freshman year. But the freshman
year, which is hard anyway, whether you are working or not, is just __
. The difficulties were
compounded by the fact that I had to work so much. But itkept me busy and out of trouble
anyway. [Laughter]
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POLLOCK: How much as a freshman, how much time did you put in as a football-freshmen
didn't play then. But you had to go out for freshman football.
WARD: Oh, yes, so we were in the system.
POLLOCK:

Yes.

WARD: There is a vast difference between college-that one year difference in a young man's
age, at 18, 17, give or take a year. It can make so much difference in his physical growth. And
you get out there as a freshman, you learn the system. So at that time you couldn't play four
years.
POLLOCK:

Yes.

WARD: Three years of eligibility. And you asked time, I would say it was a good three and a
half hours. Time you got there, you walked down from the campus to Ferry Field. And you
dressed. Then you went out and you went through your deals as a football player. Came back,
you showered, and you went back. And I would go back and wash dishes and then eat. Then
tired as the devil, I would go back to my room 'and study.
POLLOCK:

Yes.

WARD: So I developed a technique. Since I was so tired and worn out, I would go to bed
extremely early, and get up early in the morning and study when it is quiet. And the guys in the
fraternity house were in bed sleeping. So I would get up three, four 0' clock in the morning. I
would have three or four good hours of quiet, and I would study.
POLLOCK: No interruptions.
\

WARD: No interruptions. And I think that is how I made it. And strangely enough, that habit
of working early in the morning abides with me now if I bring a case home. It is far better for
me to go to bed and get rested then come down to the desk here, pull the notes out, read the
briefs, and so forth.
POLLOCK:

So your day starts early, doesn't it?

WARD: My day starts early, as I said. But it is not always hard cases. Some of them are
somewhat routine. But the point is that when I really want to work and dig intellectually, I find I
do better and am far more mentally efficient if I get up early in the morning when it is nice and
quiet. Even now.
POLLOCK: When did you first meet Jerry Ford?
WARD: Well, as all of us who had gone to Ann Arbor know, you have orientation week.
POLLOCK:

Yes.
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WARD: And you go to Waterman and Barbour at that time. I don't even know whether
Waterman is still around or not.
POLLOCK: No, it is not.
WARD: And registering and all. And it was during registration. We were over in Lavin Gym.
And this chap comes over, blond tousled hair. And he said, "You are Willis Ward. I am Jerry
Ford from Grand Rapids." I said he was the first athlete that I had met at Ann Arbor during
orientation week in September of 1931. He introduced himself. And that was the way it was.
And we __ . He was very affable. And we have been friends ever since.
POLLOCK: During the football, when you made the team and were on the road, I understand
that you and Ford would occasionallyWARD: Be roommates.
POLLOCK: Be roommates. Did this kind of grow out of that initial

?

WARD: Well, it is just the way Jerry was. He had no hard prejudices because of color. I think
that he basically, because of him, basically he judged you by your character and general
behavior. And as I said, it was no-he was the first white kid allowed to call me Willie.
[Laughter] My father had an aversion and would really chew me out if the kids came by and
said, "Mr. Ward, can Willie come out to play?" He said, "You tell that boy your name is Willis."
And I carried that; it was just part of my being. But there was something about Jerry that to call
me Willie was not offensive. And he calls me Willie to this day. [Laughter] And I just look at
here, and I didn't bring it out because you were coming. Because it was sitting here anyway.
__ dedication in September of 1981 of the Library. And Jerry had to ask that I be invited.
And I went up there. Can't ~o it here.
When I saw Jerry, there it is, Gerald R. Ford Museum, dedicated September 18, 1981. I
was the only member of our class was even invited. I never quite understood that because the
Museum and the Library, I was invited to both of them, my wife and 1. Because I know that on
campus he was almost a twin to a chap named Bill Borgmann out of Fort Wayne, Indiana. And I
thought sure I would see Bill Borgmann there or some of the other fellows who were __
Borgmann, and Jerry and I were freshmen. And I just knew Bill Borgmann was going to be
there, but he wasn't. I happened to see him a couple of years ago at a football game. He came
over. I hadn't seen him since college days. And I says, "Borgie!" He says, "Willie!" And as I
said, it got so that I wasn't sensitive about Willie. But Jerry was the first white kid that I said
this guy is too nice to hurt his feelings. He doesn't mean anything by it. So that was Jerry and I
during the years on campus.
POLLOCK:

So then that friendship continued all the way through.

WARD: All the way through to this-up to, as I said, 1981. And I think there was an affair after
this one. I think this was the first affair, the Museum. Then they opened the-s-in Grand Rapids.
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POLLOCK: Yes.
WARD: Is the Library up there?
POLLOCK: That is the Museum in Grand Rapids.
WARD: Alright.
POLLOCK: The Library in Ann Arbor.
WARD: Then this was second. When they had the affair at the Library, that is when I was
invited up. And then I was invited again to Grand Rapids as his guest with my wife. And so, as
I said, I didn't see Borgie, and I have often wondered. And I asked Borgie. I said, "My golly,
how come you weren't at these affairs?" I said, "Jerry invited me." And he said, "He didn't
invite me." So that just lets you knowPOLLOCK: How close you were.
WARD: How close. When I ran for Congress, he came over, something they seldom do, is
campaign in another person's congressional district. But he came over at his own expense.
POLLOCK: When was that? Was that in the fifties?
WARD: I am trying to think when I ran against Diggs and got my butt beat. Oh, golly. It could
be early sixties or wh~tever. It was during Ike's period as president.
POLLOCK:

Oh, yes.

WARD: I do know that Eisenhower was running for reelection. So I ran against Diggs that year.
POLLOCK: Now this would have been Diggs Senior, wouldn't it?
WARD: No, Junior.
POLLOCK: That is right. Diggs Senior never ran for Congress. He was just in theWARD: In the state senate.
POLLOCK: Yes, yes, state senator. Yes. Could you recount the circumstances around that
Georgia Tech game in '34?
WARD: Yes. Because it ruined my athletic career. Harry Kipke was one of the fairest men I
knew-ever.
As a matter of fact, to illustrate how fair he was, up until the time I played at
Michigan, it was the custom of the colleges that played a black kid, if he was on a team, they
would give him the money, and they would find some reputable black person that he could live
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with on the road. Now this was accepted around the Middle West anyway. And therefore the
kid wasn't with the team overnight. Now they wouldd let him come into the hotel and sit at a
squad meeting in the hotel. But it was the custom. Harry Kipke and Michigan busted that rule.
And Kipke said that this kid was a member of my team, and I want him to feel a part of the
program and not have his feelings hurt. And insisted that __
alert the hotels if there was a
black kid that was a member of the football team. And they didn't want any embarrassment at
registration time. Now as a consequence, I think I was about the second black to stay in the hotel
in Chicago, the-it skips me; we are talking about 50 years ago.
POLLOCK:

The Sherman maybe?

WARD: No, it was a very elegant hotel. It was a permanent residence. It may come to me
before we are through. And when they raised the point that they'd had no blacks that had stayed
at the hotel and they didn't propose to change their policy, then __
flip-flopped from being a
segregationist. He was a strong supporter of me. He says, "Well, we have been staying at this
hotel since 1900. We will pull every team that we have and not stay." Now this is 1931 and that
Depression __
well. "And I am going to see ifI can't get other Big Ten schools to also not
stay at your hotel." Well, that shook them in the pocketbook, and they relented. And I was, aside
from Marian Anderson, I was the second black to stay in that hotel as a guest in 1932. Same
thing occurred in South Bend-not South Bend. Butler University, where is that?
POLLOCK: Indianapolis.
WARD: Indianapolis. At the club there where the team had stayed traditionally. Same deal. I
remember my senior year, Jesse Owens' sophomore year. We were down to the Butler Relays,
and there was a porter ,at the desk, and the manager went and talked to the coach. And I heard
the coach say, "Well dammit, we will turn this team around and go back to Detroit." Well, they
would build the thing up 'as a confrontation between Jesse Owens and me. I had beaten him in
the 60-yard dash up at Harper. And the next __
was the 60-yard dash in Chicago at the Big
Ten. And he beat me. So we were supposed to have a rubber race at the Butler Relays. And I
heard that they had built it up again __
. And we would turn around and go back. Charlie
Horton-he was the coach at the time-and tell the manager. And so there was a lot of buzzing
going on. And here comes the team manager __ like the devil. "Willie, here is your key." So
now of course they had a lot of black help then. And they were amazed to see a black as a guest
at the Indianapolis Club; I am pretty sure that is it.
So I looked in my room, and it wasn't long before I got a'call. And it was Jesse Owens at
the other end of the line. We had a little chitchat. He says, "What are you doing there? They
told me we couldn't stay there-that I couldn't stay there." So I told him, I said, "Jesse, you had
better get on your coach, Larry Snyder, because I am here." So Jesse gets mad, and he calls his
coach, Larry Snyder, and he beefs on him. The next thing I know, here comes Jesse with his
key. Whee! We are in! [Laughter] So I am just saying __
. Things are so different now.
POLLOCK:

Yes.
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WARD: When you look at a baseball team in the big leagues, there are no contending teams that
don't have some kind of a black kid on it. And they used to say, the black kids are too dumb,
you know, in basketball. But lookit! Look at it. And in football, on what contending team.
They were fine kids, and they were there when I was there. But times have changed. So
certainly we can say that is progress in race relationships. And you know in relationships, we
can certainly specifically take athletics and say that in athletics there has been a tremendous
breakthrough, and we can all be proud of it. And stop the Russians from talking us being a racist
society. Some
they can t do it __
.
Same thing occurred in Columbus, Ohio, at the National
. We went down
_
I am trying to think of what year. Let's see. My junior year because I played twice down in
Columbus at once at Ann Arbor against the Buckeyes. Got down to the National __
. I
stayed with the team. And the help, many of them black, telephone operators, waiters and all,
you would see them coming and looking to see: There he is. [Laughter] __
a quart of milk. I
am just saying, you look back, it is hard for like young people today. You look at them, they are
different, and they should be different. Their experiences are different. But they never would
know why 14 million young people would respond to the draft and go over. And some places
they never even knew existed in this world in the South Pacific, and fight like we did. And in
Europe the Nazis were strong, and they were generally good fighters; had good morale. And that
fortress, and we would take it. I don't know whether the kids today would respond the same
way.
POLLOCK: Yes.
WARD: I do know. But it was a different time. And so what remarks I make touching on the
color question, and so far as Jerry is white and I am black, we were put in an atmosphere that
society itself was againstus forming a close relationship.
POLLOCK: Yes.
WARD: Wouldn't you agree as to that?
POLLOCK: Yes.
[Change to Track 1]
WARD: Jerry was part of the group around eight or nine kids, directly __
. So Kipke
cultivated __
backdrop that I told you about, the atmosphere and all. They used Jerry as one
of the kids to be sure __ talking to Jerry about it __
and keep it from __
.
POLLOCK: Yes.
WARD: So as I said, that just shows you the character of Jerry on that question.
POLLOCK: Mm-hmm. You felt that obviously this was a genuine response from Mr. Ford?
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WARD: I know as far as Jerry was concerned it was genuine. I notice you called him Mr. Ford,
and I __
other than Jerry. That is who he was, and he called me Willie.
POLLOCK

Yes.

WARD: And to this day, Jerry and Willie. Except that I have to apologize: Mr. President and
___
. I have gotten used to calling him Mr. President. [Laughs] So that was real sad that you
have to consider our relationship in the light of the atmosphere of the time. When you bear that
in mind, then you get a chance to see the character of Gerald Ford to go against __
.
POLLOCK: Now you mentioned the Georgia Tech situation.
WARD: That is where we get into that garbage type ofthing, and I wandered off. The Georgia
Tech game was played in Ann Arbor in 1934. Obviously the schedules are made four and five,
six years ahead of time. And I thought obviously, you know, my senior year __
. It didn't
bother me much. Many of my friends back here, black and white, were concerned. Why what is
going to happen at the Georgia Tech game? Because it was not unusual for a coach to pull his
black athletes out of a game when they played certain schools. And so the question came, are
you going to play? As far as I know. They make the lineup. That wasn't what they wanted to
hear. You don't play, will you quit? And they said we are not going to play. Yost had a
brother-in-law named Dan McGugin who wanted to play. He coached in the South. And that is
how that game was booked, through the personal relationship of Fielding Yost and his brotherin-law Dan McGugin. The coaches had nothing to do with scheduling. That isn't the last word
on that. I am pretty sure that they talked to the coach. But the last word was the athletic director.
And so they didn't feel as though they should scratch the game if this became an impasse.
And it was not discussed my freshman, sophomore, and junior years, as to whether I
would play in this game; In fact, it became a new story. And a curious newspaper reporter
bulldogged it and found out that there might be a situation where I would be benched. It was
pure scuttlebutt. But the point is he put it in the paper. Now all of my friends back here, black
and white, said, "Why don't you quit?" And I said, "Well, __ hosted." And I wrote Harry
Kipke a letter expressing my concern: Here I am confronted with my friends about this game
coming up this fall. This is my junior year, summertime. Getting ready to go into my senior
year. We had two championship teams that were undefeated. And I played a part in these
victories. And now I am in a position of having to defend myself. As a matter of fact, in some
of the black churches, they took up collections. If! quit, they would give me the money to finish
my education. And it was a horrible thing to put a young person through.
My father couldn't be of much help to me. He was a strong Baptist deacon, the oldest
black church in the state. No drinking and no dancing in his house; he was a Baptist. Very pure
___
. But he didn't know about a problem like this. He often wondered, why are you playing
with all these white kids? They are going to turn on you. Because he knew. As a matter of fact,
he migrated from Birmingham, Alabama, to Detroit because of a confrontation which caused
him to leave town fast. And he brought his family up here to Detroit. That is part of the
atmosphere __ . So I couldn't get any help from him.
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And they- I wrote Kipke a letter telling him how disappointed I was. And he had a very
close friend named Harry Bennett who was high up in the Ford Motor Company. And Mr. Ford
and Mr. Bennett had been very nice to me in giving me jobs in the summertime on occasion.
And told me that I had a future at Ford Motor Company. So that is how Kipke talked to Bennett,
and Bennett talked to me. And he told me, "Who are your friends?" That approach. Who can
help you with nothing gained for themselves? And he talked to me like a Dutch uncle __
.
My wife, who is an archivist and doesn't use colloquialisms and all that. Sit down with a Dutch
uncle. Anyway, so I decided to ride it out and not quit the game.
So Georgia came to Ann Arbor to play. It was suggested that I go and scout to Ohio
State. And I said, "Well, if! am not going to play, I would rather sit on the bench and encourage
my colleagues. You guys haven't-" I had known them for four years. And they thought that
maybe the Communists and the ultra-liberal groups might make a spectacle. So we thought I
shouldn't dress. So I didn't see the game. I listened to it over the radio in the fraternity house.
That game,
because I knew that the only basis that I didn't play was my color. Not my
scholastic eligibility, not behavior patterns. It was a pure case of color.
At the same time Hitler was going crazy over in Europe in '33, '34 __
and all those things. Remember? We caught him on the newsreels,
.

the Reichstag

POLLOCK: Yes.
WARD: And the Olympic Games were supposed to be held in '36 in Berlin and __
. That is
where Jesse Helms went wild and historically went down in history. And some of my friends
said that while supposing you make the Olympic Team, you go over there, and Hitler doesn't
want to blacks to play? Just like Georgia Tech. And it made sense to me. So it killed my desire
to excel. And that was the worst thing. To be a champion, you have to work at it. You may
have natural ability, but you have got to sharpen those tools and work and work and work. And
be sure that nobody outworks.you. And you have got to be dedicated. Well, it hit me there:
Why should I be concerned about knocking my brains out and then I go over and they do this to
me. I would be stir crazy. Georgia Tech __
and so forth. That caused me not to even think
about the Olympic rules, which would have given me an opportunity to do what many people
thought I did best was in track. And they were perhaps right. And so it killed my desire. I said,
well, I will go through the motions and play this season and get my degree and go about my
business and try to get a law degree and practice law.
Now that was a Georgia Tech team. __
. The fellows on the team __
. To me it
was leadership. The B-word. I was hurt. Kipke didn't book the game; he was hurt. And it hurt
the image of Michigan, the University of Michigan. And it was a horrible thing. I know that
Jerry and Bill Borgmann felt bad about it. And Jerry thought of quitting, I heard.
POLLOCK: Did he discuss it with you at all?
WARD: No, he didn't discuss it. He discussed it with the coach, and he discussed it with his
stepfather. And he was hurt. I could tell. The attitude of the team. And we were a team, a unit,
and we wound up with as bad a football season as Michigan ever had. It has never had a season
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as bad as that one. Partly attributable that darned, Georgia Tech team. I was sad for myself. I
didn't have the dedication to go up __
because of this horrible thing __ they perpetrated on
me. So that was the Georgia Tech game. And I was sad that Michigan would not __
. While
__
laid on and changed it because attitudes were changing. And of course they didn't
squawk, the Southern teams that played up there didn't squawk about a black kid playing
because they knew that Michigan U black athlete because of me. So that was __
.
POLLOCK:

That really then cast a pall over the rest of the season, I guess, at that point.

WARD: Oh, yes. We were never the same. We were never the same.
POLLOCK:

There was, of course, no change in your relationship with Mr. Ford during that?

WARD: Oh, no! No, no. As I said, Jerry thought of quitting the team.
POLLOCK:

Yes.

WARD: Was talked out of it, I learned later. He was talked out of quitting. But it was just the
way he talked.
POLLOCK: Now you played end?
WARD: Yes. And he was center.
POLLOCK:

He was center.

WARD: Yes.
POLLOCK:

Did you feel he ,was a good center during his-·

WARD.: Well, he had the credentials. He had the credentials. He was an All-State. He got the
bad break. See, Michigan at that time and football at that time was a different game. You
generally played the season with about 18 players, 19 players. Because we were so good we
could play more because a lot of times we would wash a team away in the first half. And that
meant that the other kids would get a chance to play. But if the game was tight, you didn't get a
chance to play. The system at Michigan was to give the seniors their due. So if kids of equal
ability, but one was a sophomore and one was a junior, the junior was given preference.
POLLOCK:

I see.

WARD: You see.
POLLOCK:

Yes.

WARD: And certainly ifhe was a senior. They weren't about to put a sophomore in-if they
were of equal ability. Well, our first two years we were undefeated. Michigan had-we had a
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center named Chuck Bernard, who was an All-American. He never got hurt. [Laughs] And
there were times when we would take a team that we were supposed to blow away, we would
loaf at it, and we had a tough time for the alternates to get a chance to play. While Jerry played
behind Chuck Bernard, who never got hurt. Now Chuck Bernard's sophomore year, he didn't
get a chance to play because we had an All-American center named Maynard Morrison. So
whenever the thing was tight, he sat on the bench waiting for his chance. So when he came back
as a junior, and when we had this powerhouse, there was Chuck Bernard who never got hurt.
And so that meant that his backup, Jerry Ford, didn't get a chance to play much because they
didn't have, as we do today, defensive teams and offensive teams.
POLLOCK:

You would play the whole 60 minutes.

WARD: Play the whole 60 minutes.
POLLOCK: Yes.
WARD: Guy would say I am a 60-minute player. And by golly he didn't want to be taken out
of a game. So that was the attitude __
. Sure, they played the whole 60 minutes. So Jerry
didn't get a chance to playas much as he should have his sophomore and junior years. Now
Chuck graduates. Now Jerry gets a chance to play. But his accrued playing time was not enough
to allow him to develop the skills that he had as a senior, see. He is almost playing as a
sophomore.
POLLOCK:

Yes.

WARD: Because of Chuck. If you get what I mean.
POLLOCK: Yes.
WARD: So he never had .... ' And then we had this horrible Georgia Tech game that blew the
hell out of the senior year of
. And so he never was able to get the plaudits that he was
rightly due because of those circumstances. But he was good enough to play in the East and
West game.
. Now you know they take some 50 kids from all over the country, and he
was picked as a center. That gives you an idea of his basic ability.
POLLOCK:

Yes.

WARD: You know. He played in the Shrine game.
POLLOCK:

So you really feel then that he really developed in that senior year.

WARD: Well, he had a chance.
POLLOCK:

Yes, yes. He could play.
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WARD: Yes. He had a chance to play. See, now his experience just __
fine. We had a
superb football athlete, a guy named Williamson; who after he left Michigan, wound up as
athletic director at the University of Wisconsin after coaching there. Ivy was an end and __
.
Well, he comes into the fall with an injured knee; he stepped in a hole in the summertime playing
a little field pickup football. He had injured his knee and couldn't practice. That was my
sophomore year. So that is how I got a chance to play. Otherwise I would have sat on the bench
waiting for something to happen, blow this game open so I could get in and have a chance to
play. And Ivy gets hurt, and so I had my opportunity to play. Just the opposite from Jerry.
POLLOCK: Yes. [Laughs]
WARD: As I said, Chuck Bernard never got hurt. So that is why Jerry didn't playas much in
his sophomore and junior years. And he was able to __
.
POLLOCK: Did you see much of him off the field.
WARD: On campus, quite often. Well, we were both in Literary School. So we would see each
other in passing.
POLLOCK: But you didn't have any classes together that you recall.
WARD: No, we didn't have no class. We never had a class together. It is a big school.
POLLOCK: Can you think of any other observations about your student days or Mr. Ford
that-Anything
about him? You mentioned his kind of tousled blond hair.
.WARD: I don't know. I was trying to think ifI had a picture of him, but I couldn't locate it.
POLLOCK: I have got this picture.
WARD: End of interview with Willis Ward, recorded at his residence in Detroit, on September
8,1983. Interviewed by David POLLOCK. End of interview.
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